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The study of politics has been profoundly influenced in the post-war
era by the introduction of concepts and explanations that highlight the
role of culturally determined norms and values in shaping the political
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process.This study examines three main perspectives from which the
social sciences are discussed, and compares the divergent theories by
which social, economic, and political phenomena may be explained.
Rational-choice theory is contrasted with the structuralist and the
culturalist perspectives. The controversy is then given substance
through the introduction of three issues central


