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Information and communication technologies (ICTs) have been a
remarkable success in Africa. In just 10 years-dating from the end of
the 1990s-mobile network coverage rose from 16 percent to 90
percent of the urban population and by 2009 nearly half of Africa's
rural population was also living within range of a mobile network.
Large-scale investment in the sector across the continent has
transformed telecommunications from a luxury enjoyed by a privileged
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few to a mass-market, low-cost service, used in villages and cities
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Toward Sustainability recommends a design for a new Collaborative
Research Support Program (CRSP) for the U.S. Agency for International
Development (AID). Currently, eight CRSPs operate under legislation
that supports long-term agricultural research of benefit to developing
countries and the United States. This book defines a process by which
knowledge from all relevant AID-supported programs could be
integrated and applied to advance profitable farming systems that
improve local conditions and contribute to environmental goals. It
makes recommendations on the types of competitive grants that
should be made available under a new program, institutional
participation, content of research proposals, and administrative
procedures.


