
UNINA99109635322033211. Record Nr.

Titolo "I hope to do my country service" : the Civil War letters of John Bennitt,
M.D., surgeon, 19th Michigan Infantry / / edited by Robert Beasecker ;
with a foreword by William M. Anderson

Pubbl/distr/stampa Detroit, : Wayne State University Press, c2005

ISBN 0-8143-3734-1

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (439 pages)

Collana Great Lakes books

Altri autori (Persone) BeaseckerRobert <1946->

Disciplina 973.7/75/092
B

Soggetti Physicians - United States
Michigan History Civil War, 1861-1865 Personal narratives
United States History Civil War, 1861-1865 Personal narratives
Centreville (Mich.) Biography

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Description based upon print version of record.

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references (p. 391-394) and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Am Not Very Anxious to Go into the Army -- Am Near the Land of Dixie
-- Our Regiment Is Completely Destroyed -- Am Beginning to Like the
Service -- We Are Here among Secessionists -- Poor Rebels! Poor
Rebeldom!! -- We Expect to Be Soldiers in Earnest Now -- The Rebels
Mean to Make an Obstinate Resistance Here -- A Glorious Future
Awaits Our Country -- APPENDIX A: When Will My Dear Husband Come
Home to Remain? -- APPENDIX B: Timely Aid Rendered -- APPENDIX C:
Calendar of Bennitt Letters.
In 1862 at the age of thirty-two, Centreville, Michigan, physician John
Bennitt joined the 19th Michigan Infantry Regiment as an assistant
surgeon and remained in military service for the rest of the war. During
this time Bennitt wrote more than two hundred letters home to his wife
and daughters sharing his careful and detailed observations of army
life, his medical trials in the field and army hospitals, dramatic battles,
and character sketches of the many people he encountered, including
his regimental comrades, captured Confederates, and local citizens in
southern towns. Bennitt writes about the war's progress on both the
battlefield and the home front, and also reveals his changing view of
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slavery and race.  Bennitt traces the history of the 19th Michigan
Infantry, from its mustering in Dowagiac in August 1862, its duty in
Kentucky and Tennessee, its capture and imprisonment by Confederate
forces, its subsequent exchange and reorganization, its participation in
the Atlanta and the Carolinas campaigns, its place in the Grand Review
in Washington, and the final mustering out in Detroit in June 1865.
John Bennitt's significant collection of letters sheds light not only on
the Civil War but on the many aspects of life in a small Michigan town.
Although a number of memoirs from Civil War surgeons have been
published in the last decade, "I Hope to Do My Country Service" is the
first of its kind from a Michigan regimental surgeon to appear in more
than a century.


