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discusses progress toward fulfilling the Millennium Development Goal
(MDG) on redressing gender discrimination and empowering women
and related MDGs. The section also looks at how budgeting with
gender issues in mind can help countries promote gender equality and
what needs to be done to get girls from 'excluded' social groups into
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'Picture This' highlights the globalization of labor, and 'Back to Basics'
gives a primer on microfinance. Two other pieces discuss the efficiency
of public spending in Latin America and how countries can use the
public sector balance sheet approach to diagnose vulnerabilities that
are not immediately visible in the budget.


