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Essentials of Cardiovascular Physiology was first published in 1987.
Modern cardiovascular physiology ranges from subcellular function to
integrated responses that involve all of the body's systems, yet medical
students are usually given only a few weeks in which t master this
diverse and complex subject. To help overcome these difficulties,
Harvey Sparks, Jr., M.D., and Thom W. Rooke, M.D., have written an
introductory text which can be read and understood in the two-to-
three week period most curricula provide for cardiovascular physiology.
Each of the eight chapters integrates basic science with areas of clinical
relevance in the simplest, most succinct way for students of medicine,
physiology, nursing, and pharmacology. The authors' aim throughout is
to select those facts and concepts that are essential to a solid initial
comprehension of the subject. The numerous illustrations and flow
diagrams will help students understand the complex interrelationships
among factors regulating the heart and blood vessels -- and will also
be useful for rapid review, because they cover most of the text's major
points. Each chapter includes references leading the student to expand
treatments of individual topics, and from there to the original literature.
The topics covered include: overall arrangement of the circulatory
system, electrical activity of the heart, the heart as a pump, systematic
circulation, neural and hormonal control of circulation, regulation of
flow and exchange, regulation of blood flow in specific organs, and
integrated cardiovascular responses.



