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"In April, 2008, an international colloquium was held at the University
of Heidelberg--the fourth convocation of a group of scholars (with
some rotating members) who gathered to discuss the status of Judah
and the Judeans in the exilic and postexilic periods. The goal of this
gathering was specifically to address the question of national identity in
the period when many now believe this very issue was in significant
foment and development, the era of the Persian/Achaemenid
domination of the ancient Near East"--ECIP summary.



