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Cataclysms is a profoundly original look at the last century.
Approaching twentieth-century history from the periphery rather than
the centers of decision-making, the virtual narrator sits perched on the
legendary stairs of Odessa and watches as events between the Baltic
and the Aegean pass in review, unfolding in space and time between
1917 and 1989, while evoking the nineteenth century as an
interpretative backdrop. Influenced by continental historical, legal, and
social thought, Dan Diner views the totality of world history evolving
from an Eastern and Southeastern European angle. A work of great
synthesis, Cataclysms chronicles twentieth century history as a
"universal civil war" between a succession of conflicting dualisms such
as freedom and equality, race and class, capitalism and communism,
liberalism and fascism, East and West. Diner's interpretation rotates
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around cataclysmic events in the transformation from multinational
empires into nation states, accompanied by social revolution and
"ethnic cleansing, " situating the Holocaust at the core of the century's
predicament. Unlike other Eurocentric interpretations of the last
century, Diner also highlights the emerging pivotal importance of the
United States and the impact of decolonization on the process of
European integration.
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change on late prepalatial Crete / Emily S.K. Anderson -- Performance,
presence, and genre in Maya hieroglyphs : a case study in the agency of
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Individual agents are frequently evident in early writing and notational
systems, yet these systems have rarely been subjected to the concept
of agency as it is traceable in archeology. Agency in Ancient Writing
addresses this oversight, allowing archeologists to identify and discuss
real, observable actors and actions in the archaeological record.
Embracing myriad ways in which agency can be interpreted, ancient
writing systems from Mesoamerica, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Crete, China,
and Greece are examined from a textual perspective as both
archaeological objects and nascent historical documents. This allows
for distinction among intentions, consequences, meanings, and
motivations, increasing understanding and aiding interpretation of the
subjectivity of social actors. Chapters focusing on acts of writing and
public recitation overlap with those addressing the materiality of texts,
interweaving archaeology, epigraphy, and the study of visual symbol
systems. Agency in Ancient Writing leads to a more thorough and
meaningful discussion of agency as an archaeological concept and will
be of interest to anyone interested in ancient texts, including
archaeologists, historians, linguists, epigraphers, and art historians, as
well as scholars studying agency and structuration theory.


