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This monograph presents a general picture of the evolution of IE verbal
systems within a coherent cognitive framework. The work encompasses
all the language families of the IE phylum, from prehistory to present
day languages.Inspired by the ideas of Roman Jakobson and Gustave
Guillaume the authors relate tense and aspect to underlying cognitive
processes, and show that verbal systems have a staged development of
time representations (chronogenesis). They view linguistic change as
systemic and trace the evolution of the earliest tense systems by (a)
aspectual split and (b) aspectual merge


