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Introduction: Pessimistic progressives -- Nature and apocalypse: Okies
and the New Deal in California -- A tale of two camps -- Matter out of
place -- Who stole the folk's music? -- The WPA and the Southern
country poor: life histories or case studies? -- The Southern life
histories: the class factor -- The Dust Bowl on film -- Nature and
naturalism in Steinbeck’s labor fiction -- Conclusion: Erosion and
retrieval: poor white identity and the limits of literature.

Working through close rhetorical analysis of everything from fiction and
journalism to documents and documentaries, this book looks at how
popular memory favors the country Depression over the economic
crisis in the nation’'s cities and factories. Over eighty years after it



happened, the Depression still lives on in iconic images of country poor
whites - in the novels of John Steinbeck, the photographs of Dorothea
Lange and Arthur Rothstein, the documentary films of Pare Lorenz and
the thousands of share-croppers' life histories as taken down by the
workers of the Federal Writers' Project. <



