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The recent tumult of Ukraine's Orange Revolution and its aftermath has
exposed some of the deep political, social, and cultural divisions that
run through the former Soviet republic. Examining Odessa, the Black
Sea port that was once the Russian Empire's southern window onto
Europe, Kaleidoscopic Odessa provides an ethnographic portrait of
these overlapping divisions in a city where many residents consider
themselves separate and distinct from Ukraine. Exploring the tensions
between local and national identities in a post-Soviet setting from the
point of view of everyday life, Tanya Richardson argues that Odessans's
sense of distinctiveness is both unique and typical of borderland
countries such as Ukraine. Kaleidoscopic Odessa provides a detailed
account of how local conceptions of imperial cosmopolitanism shaped
the city's identity in a newly formed state. Richardson draws on her
participation in history lessons, markets, and walking groups to
produce an exemplary study of urban ethnography. Ethnographically
sophisticated and methodologically innovative, Kaleidoscopic Odessa
will interest anthropologists, Slavists, sociologists, historians, and
scholars of urban studies.
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Proposing a new methodological approach to documenting languages
spoken in multilingual societies, this book retraces the investigation of
one unique linguistic space, the Creole varieties referred to as Takitaki
in multilingual French Guiana. It illustrates how interactional
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sociolinguistic, anthropological linguistic, discourse analytical and
quantitative sociolinguistic approaches can be integrated with
structural approaches to language in order to resolve rarely discussed
questions systematically (what are the outlines of the community, who
is a rightful speaker, what speech should be documented) that
frequently crop up in projects of language documentation in
multilingual contexts. The authors argue that comprehensively
documenting complex linguistic phenomena requires taking into
account the views of all local social actors (native and non-native
speakers, institutions, linguists, non-speakers, etc.), applying a range
of complementary data collection and analysis methods and putting
issues of ideology, variation, language contact and interaction centre
stage. This book will be welcomed by researchers in sociolinguistics,
linguistic anthropology, fieldwork studies, language documentation and
language variation and change.


