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In this standard, a protocol is defined that provides precise
synchronization of clocks in packet-based networked systems.
Synchronization of clocks can be achieved in heterogeneous systems
that include clocks of different inherent precision, resolution, and
stability. The protocol supports synchronization accuracy and precision
in the sub-microsecond range with minimal network and local
computing resources. Customization is supported by means of profiles.
The protocol includes default profiles that permit simple systems to be
installed and operated without the need for user management. Sub-
nanosecond time transfer accuracy can be achieved in a properly
designed network.
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The themes chosen for study in this volume are deeply embedded
within the respective structures of phenomenology and pragmatism,
though often implicitly so. Each of the six chapters begins with the
phenomenological perspective and then proceeds to the pragmatic
focus. The intent of each chapter is both to provide increased clarity in
understanding each of the two positions and to reveal the basic
philosophic rapport between them. Such a recognized rapport in turn
adds to the insightful understanding of each position, at times opening
up new possibilities for the expansion or deepening of a par



