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China, in the past five years, has developed a proactive global policy
and is emerging as a new global power with particular focus on
developing countries in Central Asia, Southeast Asia, Latin America and
Africa. What is the role of Africa in China's emerging global foreign
policy? In 1998, China's aid to Africa was $107 million. By 2004, it had
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reached $2.7 billion, 26% of its international assistance that year. In
2005, Africa-China trade reached $40 billion, 35% up from the previous
year. China is interested mainly in four sectors: infrastructure projects,
regional banks such as the African Development Bank, training of
African professionals particularly in economic management, and
institutions of higher education with the goal of establishing Chinese
language programs. The human factor is also important. Chinese
Diaspora is fast increasing. For example, in Zambia, it grew from 3,000
to 30,000 in ten years and, in South Africa, from practically none to
300,000. African countries constitute a new market for Chinese
products. They also provide a source of raw materials. Today, the
continent supplies 30% of China's import of oil and gas, Angola being
the largest supplier with 522,000 barrels of oil per day to China. The
last five years, Chinese oil companies spent $15 billion acquiring oil
fields and local companies. The appetite for raw materials goes beyond
oil and gas and China's foreign political strategy is primarily to solve its
own domestic problems and protect its interests in the global arena.
Will Africa be a pawn or a player in this emerging geopolitical game?
Will China's deepening relations with the continent represent a new
opportunity for African countries to negotiate a new partnership and
skillfully use it to the best advantage of their citizens? These are some
of the questions contributors to the volume have tried to answer by
examining various facets of these deepening relations and underlining
areas of concerns as well as the opportunities for mutually rewarding
relations.


