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Of the tens of thousands of books exploring virtually every aspect of
the Civil War, surprisingly little has been said about what was in fact
the determining factor in the outcome of the conflict: differences in
Union and Southern strategy. In The Grand Design, Donald Stoker
provides a comprehensive and often surprising account of strategy as it
evolved between Fort Sumter and Appomattox. Reminding us that
strategy is different from tactics (battlefield deployments) and
operations (campaigns conducted in pursuit of a strategy), Stoker
examines how Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis identified



