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The issue before Congress is whether to continue the federal



prosecution of medical marijuana patients and their providers, in
accordance with the federal Controlled Substances Act (CSA), or
whether to relax federal marijuana prohibition enough to permit the
medicinal use of botanical cannabis products when recommended by a
physician, especially where permitted under state law. Fourteen states,
mostly in the West, have enacted laws allowing the use of marijuana for
medical purposes, and many thousands of patients are seeking relief
from a variety of serious illnesses by smoking marijuana or using other
herbal cannabis preparations. This book examines the use of cannabis
sativa for medicinal purposes and hemp as an agricultural commodity.


