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In the past decade, Germany, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom
have formalised or introduced language and knowledge of society tests
for immigrants applying for citizenship. The aim of this book is to
assess the explicit and hidden goals these citizenship tests are meant
to achieve, as well as to analyse their intended and unintended effects.
The book answers the questions of why the countries under
consideration introduced citizenship tests and what effects these tests
have produced. The latter question has been answered on the basis of
an analysis of relevant statistics and an analysis of interviews with
immigrants and stakeholders. Furthermore, the content of the tests
presented to (possible) future citizens of Germany, the Netherlands and
the UK has been thoroughly analysed.
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1. The modernist problematic : the crossing of the rubicon -- 2. The
utopian impulse : mnemonics of affective society -- 3. The fatal conceit
: elisions of materialism -- 4. On human emancipation : the
archaeology of discontent.

This book renders an uncompromising verdict on the 'scourge’ of our
millennium: modernism, itself the artifact of certain late Eurocentric
propensities. Kanth argues that while modernism is possessed of some
virtues, they are purchased at far too high a cost - indeed a cost that
neither the species nor the planet can, on any scale, find affordable.
Given the imminence and the gravity of this threat, he further suggests
that no other posture is at all ecologically responsible. Kanth suggests,
breaking with the manifold paradigms of European expansionism or
find ourselves, soon enough, living on a planet damaged beyond
recovery.



