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Reports of mistreated children, domestic violence, and abuse of elderly
persons continue to strain the capacity of police, courts, social services
agencies, and medical centers. At the same time, myriad treatment and
prevention programs are providing services to victims and offenders.
Although limited research knowledge exists regarding the effectiveness
of these programs, such information is often scattered, inaccessible,



and difficult to obtain. Violence in Families takes the first hard look at
the successes and failures of family violence interventions. It offers
recommendations to guide services, programs, policy, and research on
victim support and assistance, treatments and penalties for offenders,
and law enforcement. Included is an analysis of more than 100
evaluation studies on the outcomes of different kinds of programs and
services. Violence in Families provides the most comprehensive review
on the topic to date. It explores the scope and complexity of family
violence, including identification of the multiple types of victims and
offenders, who require different approaches to intervention. The book
outlines new strategies that offer promising approaches for service
providers and researchers and for improving the evaluation of
prevention and treatment services. Violence in Families discusses
issues that underlie all types of family violence, such as the tension
between family support and the protection of children, risk factors that
contribute to violent behavior in families, and the balance between
family privacy and community interventions. The core of the book is a
research-based review of interventions used in three institutional
sectors-social services, health, and law enforcement settings-and how
to measure their effectiveness in combating maltreatment of children,
domestic violence, and abuse of the elderly. Among the questions
explored by the committee: Does the child protective services system
work? Does the threat of arrest deter batterers? The volume discusses
the strength of the evidence and highlights emerging links among
interventions in different institutional settings. Thorough, readable,

and well organized, Violence in Families synthesizes what is known and
outlines what needs to be discovered. This volume will be of great
interest to policymakers, social services providers, health care
professionals, police and court officials, victim advocates, researchers,
and concerned individuals.



