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Theories about the nature and function of philosophical imagination
depend on our understanding of what kind of universe we inhabit.
Some theories are compelling if the universe is meaningful as a whole,
but they make no sense if it is not. Raymond C. Barfield discusses
conditions that would be necessary if the universe is meaningful as a
whole, and then develops a theory of philosophical imagination in light
of that starting place. The theory moves toward the conclusion that if
the universe is meaningful as a whole, the concept of the analogia
entis, the analogy of being, illuminates philosophical imagination in a
way that changes our understanding of its function and potential, along
with the value of its discoveries through the things it creates.



