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This paper explores the conjecture that clitic doubling in languages like
Spanish shares some fundamental aspects of the semantics of
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inalienable possession, especially if understood in terms of a syntax of
the kind originally advocated by Szabolcsi (1983). A few paradigms are
discussed where this correlation would explain otherwise peculiar
properties, concerning subtle details in the referentiality of clitic
arguments and the aspectual properties of the event where they are
taken to participate. In the process, the semantic nature of clitic
doubling is shifted from the domain of the obscure or pleonastic to
that of integral relations. The paper closes with a syntactic puzzle that
the hypothesized correlation poses.
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Between A.D. 700 and 1100 Native Americans built more effigy mounds
in Wisconsin than anywhere else in North America, with an estimated
1,300 mounds--including the world's largest known bird effigy--at the
center of effigy-building culture in and around Madison, Wisconsin.
These huge earthworks, sculpted in the shape of birds, mammals, and
other figures, have aroused curiosity for generations and together
comprise a vast effigy mound ceremonial landscape. Farming and
industrialization destroyed most of these mounds, leaving the
mysteries of who built them and why they were made. The remaining
mounds are protected today and many can be visited. Spirits of Earth:
Effigy Mound Landscapes of Madison and the Four Lakes explores the
cultural, historical, and ceremonial meanings of the mounds in an
informative, abundantly illustrated book and guide.


