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"King Arthur: the very name summons visions of courtly chivalry and
towering castles, of windswept battlefields and heroic quests, and
above all of the charismatic monarch who dies but who one day shall
return again. The Arthurian legend lives on as powerfully and
enduringly as ever. Yet there is an aspect to this myth which has been
neglected, but which is perhaps its most potent part of all. For central
to the Arthurian stories are the mysterious, sexually alluring
enchantresses, the spellcasters and mistresses of magic who wield
extraordinary influence over Arthur's life and destiny, bestriding the
Camelot mythology with a dark and brooding presence. Carolyne
Larrington brings these dangerous women vibrantly to life. Here is
Morgan-le-Fay, a complex sorceress of great cunning and skill,
immortalised by Helen Mirren's Morgana in John Boorman's film
"Excalibur". Here too are the mystical Lady of the Lake; the beguiling
Viviane, Merlin's deadly nemesis; and Morgause, Queen of Orkney,
mother to Mordred, Arthur's incestuously-conceived son and his
bitterest foe. Echoing the search for the Grail by the knights of the
Round Table, Larrington takes her readers on an intriguing quest of her
own - to discover why Arthurian enchantresses continue to bewitch us.
Her journey takes in the enchantresses as they appear in poetry and
painting, in politics and the theatre, on the Internet and TV, in high
culture and popular culture. Whether they be chaste or depraved,
necrophiliacs or virgins, benevolent or filled with hatred, the
enchantresses represent a strain of femininity which continually
challenges male chivalric values from within. These women are
survivors. They outlive the collapse of Camelot and all it stands for.
And it is as archetypal manifestations of the feared, uncontainable
Other that they continue to inspire admiration, fright and fascination in
equal measure. King Arthur's Enchantresses makes a unique
contribution to contemporary writing on the Arthurian myths. It will
intrigue and delight anyone with an interest in mythology, religion,
cultural history and medieval literature."--Bloomsbury Publishing.



UNIORUON004931337. Record Nr.

Titolo Moult obscures paroles : etudes sur la prophetie medievale / Richard
Trachsler (dir.) avec la collaboration de Julien Abed et David Expert

Pubbl/distr/stampa Paris, : Presses de l'Universite Paris-Sorbonne, c2007

ISBN 978-28-405-0480-1

Descrizione fisica 269 p., [4] c. di tav. : ill. ; 24 cm.

Disciplina 840.1

Soggetti Letteratura francese - Medioevo - Studi
Profezie - Medioevo

Lingua di pubblicazione Francese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Autore Trachsler, Richard

Materiale a stampa

Monografia

UNINA99109600209033218. Record Nr.

Titolo Natural symbols : explorations in cosmology / / Mary Douglas ; with a
new introduction

Pubbl/distr/stampa London ; ; New York, : Routledge, 1996

ISBN 1-134-77374-9
1-134-77375-7
1-280-33137-2
0-203-03605-0

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (222 p.)

Disciplina 302.2/22

Soggetti Ethnology - Religious aspects
Religion and sociology
Human body - Religious aspects

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Edizione [2nd ed.]

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Originally published: 2nd ed. London : Barrie and Jenkins, 1973.

Autore Douglas Mary <1921-2007.>

Materiale a stampa

Monografia



Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references (p. [171]-176) and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Book Cover; Title; Contents; List of diagrams; Acknowledgements;
Introduction to 1996 edition; Introduction; Away from ritual; To inner
experience; The Bog Irish; Grid and group; The two bodies; Test cases;
The problem of evil; Impersonal rules; Control of symbols; Out of the
cave; Bibliography; Index
Every natural symbol - derived from blood, breath or excrement -
carries a social meaning and this work focuses on the ways in which
any one culture makes its selections from body symbolism. Each
person treats their body as an image of society and the author
examines the varieties of ritual and symbolic expression and the
patterns of social ritual in which they are embodied.Natural Symbols is
a book about religion and it concerns our own society at least as much
as any other. It has stimulated new insights into religious and political
movements and has provoked re-appraisals of cu


