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An exploration of the statistical foundations of scientific inference, The
Nature of Scientific Evidence asks what constitutes scientific evidence
and whether scientific evidence can be quantified statistically. Mark
Taper, Subhash Lele, and an esteemed group of contributors explore
the relationships among hypotheses, models, data, and inference on
which scientific progress rests in an attempt to develop a new
guantitative framework for evidence. Informed by interdisciplinary
discussions among scientists, philosophers, and statisticians, they
propose a new "evidential" approach, which may be more in keeping
with the scientific method. The Nature of Scientific Evidence
persuasively argues that all scientists should care more about the fine
points of statistical philosophy because therein lies the connection
between theory and data. Though the book uses ecology as an
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exemplary science, the interdisciplinary evaluation of the use of
statistics in empirical research will be of interest to any reader engaged
in the quantification and evaluation of data.
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The beginnings of the state in Europe is a central topic of contemporary
historical research. The making of such early modern Italian regional
states as Florence, the kingdom of Naples, Milan, and Venice
exemplifies a decisive turn in the state tradition of Western Europe. The
Origins of the State in Italy, 1300-1600 represents the best in
American, British, and Italian scholarship and offers a valuable and
critical overview of the key problems of the emergence of the state in
Europe. Some of the topics covered include the political legitimacy of
the aborning regional states, the changing legal culture, the conflict
between church and state, the forces shaping public finances, and the
creation of the Italian League. The eight essays in this collection
originally appeared in the Journal of Modern History. Contributors
include Roberto Bizzocchi, Giorgio Chittolini, Trevor Dean, Riccardo
Fubini, Elena Fasano Guarini, Aldo Mazzacane, Anthony Molho, and
Pierangelo Schiera. This volume will appeal to historians, historical
sociologists, and historians of political thought.



