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Does love conquer all? Is it a many splendored thing? Or is it, as
Schopenhauer thought, just natures way of duping us into producing
the next generation? Whats good about being in the grip of a delusion
that requires a ridiculously inflated estimation of the subject of our
affections? How can the grasping, selfish, egocentric behaviour that
intimate love brings be a subject worthy of poets? Philosopher Tony
Milligan brings his keen analytical skills to bear on our need to love and
be loved. Along the way, filial, parental and friendship love are
discussed, but the main focus of his attention is the sexualised,
intimate love that can exist between partners, and which has been
idolized for millennia. Milligan explores how the nature of love and our
experience of it is inextricably bound up with our own notions of self
and self-doubt. He considers the place of intimacy, togetherness, and
sexual desire in love and uses the notions of loss, irreplaceability and
shared history to illustrate the nature of love.  Anyone who has lived
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and loved will find Milligans exploration illuminating and insightful.


