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Greg Combet has been central to some of the biggest public struggles
of our time - on the waterfront, the collapse of an airline,
compensation for asbestos victims, the campaign against unfair
workplace laws and then climate change. From an idyllic childhood on
the Minchinbury estate in the western suburbs of Sydney, Combet's
world changed dramatically with the early death of his wine-maker
father. The shy child was uprooted to the suburbs and an uncertain
future. A scholarship allowed him to study engineering and saw him
appreciate first hand the role of unions in the workplace.
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After decades of civil war and instability, the African country of Angola
is experiencing a spectacular economic boom thanks to its most
valuable natural resource: oil. But oil extraction--both on- and
offshore--is a toxic remedy for the country's economic ills, with
devastating effects on both the environment and traditional livelihoods.
Focusing on the everyday realities of people living in the extraction
zones, Kristin Reed explores the exclusion, degradation, and violence
that are the fruits of petrocapitalism in Angola.
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