
UNINA99109592283033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Impure cultures : university biology and the world of commerce / /
Daniel Lee Kleinman

Pubbl/distr/stampa Madison, Wis., : University of Wisconsin Press, c2003

ISBN 1-282-26939-9
9786612269394
0-299-19233-4

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (xv, 205 p. )

Collana Science and technology in society

Disciplina 570/.72

Soggetti Academic-industrial collaboration
Biology - Research - Economic aspects
Education, Higher - Economic aspects

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Edizione [1st ed.]

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Bibliographic Level Mode of Issuance: Monograph

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Intro -- Contents -- Preface -- Acknowledgments -- Impure Cultures
-- Traversing the Conceptual Terrain -- Braided Paths: The Intertwined
Development of Biocontrol Research and Agro-Industry -- (Un)Intended
Consequences: Commercially Produced Research Materials and the
Transformation of University Biology -- Owning Science: Intellectual
Property and Laboratory Life -- It Takes More than a Laboratory to
Raise the World -- Afterword -- Notes -- Bibliography -- Index.
How are the worlds of university biology and commerce blurring? Many
university leaders see the amalgamation of academic and commercial
cultures as crucial to the future vitality of higher education in the
United States. In Impure Cultures, Daniel Lee Kleinman questions the
effect of this blending on the character of academic science.  Using
data he gathered as an ethnographic observer in a plant pathology lab
at the University of Wisconsin Madison, Kleinman examines the infinite
and inescapable influence of the commercial world on biology in
academia today. Contrary to much of the existing literature and
common policy practices, he argues that the direct and explicit
relations between university scientists and industrial concerns are not
the gravest threat to academic research. Rather, Kleinman points to the
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less direct, but more deeply-rooted effects of commercial factors on
the practice of university biology. He shows that to truly understand
research done at universities today, it is first necessary to explore the
systematic, pervasive, and indirect effects of the commercial world on
contemporary academic practice. "


