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"Sizing up and taking down the things we read, watch, and play, this
all-star team of analysts provides a series of delightsand surprises that
will make you ponder anew the deep structures that inform our lives,
even when we think we're off-duty."-Kyle Smith, movie critic, New York
PostContemporary popular culture, from books to film to television to
music to the deepest corners of the internet, has provoked a great deal
of criticism, some of it well deserved. Yet for many Americans, and
particularly for younger Americans, popular culture is cul


