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1. Arobber and a jailer : the Antebellum Republic -- 2. Bitter fruit of an
unjust war : the politics of slavery expansion, 1848-52 -- 3. Political
crises of the 1850s -- 4. The disunited states : secession and Civil War
-- 5. Our deliverance is nigh : the quest for Southern independence --
6. Last full measure of devotion : the union in wartime -- 7. War by any
other name : the struggle over reconstruction, 1865-76 -- 8. Land of
gold : the Far West in the mid-nineteenth century -- 9. Reform,
reaction and reunion at the dawn of the Gilded Age.

The American Civil War was without doubt the defining event in the
history of the United States. This up-to-date analyisis of a critical
period goes beyond the origins, course and consequences of the Civil
War to bring in other important themes such as racial conflict, gender
relations, religion, the popular memory and state formation.



