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In February 1990 assailants murdered Kenya's distinguished Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Robert Ouko. The horror
of the attack, the images of his mutilated and burned corpse, the
evidence of a notorious cover-up, and the revelations of the pressures,
conflicts, and fears he faced in his last weeks have engaged Kenya's
publics for years. "The Risks of Knowledge" minutely examines the
multiple and unfinished investigations into the crime.  Among the
probes was an extensive 1990 inquiry organized by a New Scotland
Yard team invited to Kenya by the government, as well as an open
public commission of inquiry appointed by President Daniel arap Moi.
The commission ran for seventeen months in 1990-91 before the
president shut it down. International and Kenyan unrest over Ouko's
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brutal death brought increasing attention to corruption and violence
associated with the Moi government, leading in late 1991 to multiparty
politics and in December 2002 to the elections that ended the Moi era.
This powerfully argued book raises important issues about the
production of knowledge and the politics of memory that will interest a
large interdisciplinary audience.


