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Cosmetic surgery in China has grown rapidly in recent years of
dramatic social transition. Facing fierce competition in all spheres of
daily life, more and more women consider cosmetic surgery as an
investment to gain "beauty capital" to increase opportunities for social
and career success. Building on rich ethnographic data, this book
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presents the perspectives of women who have undergone cosmetic
surgery, illuminating the aspirations behind their choices. The author
explores how turbulent economic, socio-cultural and political changes
in China since the 1980's have produced immense anxiety


