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More than 450 years after their birth in the Anabaptist movement, 125
years after their secession from Russian Mennonitism, and 60 years
after their immigration to Canada, the Mennonite Brethren exhibit
specific and measurable signs of sectarian viability and religious
vitality. To explain the persistence of the sect, Hamm analyses the
process of sacralization within the Canadian Mennonite Brethren
Church - which ""safeguards identity, a system of meaning, or a
definition of reality"" - and the process of secularization - which
""erodes boundaries, dislodges stable structures, and destroys
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The carefully crafted, meditative essays in On the Shoreline of
Knowledge sometimes start from unlikely objects or thoughts, a pencil
or some fragments of commonplace conversation, but they soon lead
the reader to consider fundamental themes in human experience. The
unexpected circumnavigation of the ordinary unerringly gets to the
heart of the matter.   Bringing a diverse range of material into play,
from fifteenth-century Japanese Zen Buddhism to how we look at
paintings, and from the nature of a briefcase to the ancient nest-sites
of gyrfalcons, Chris Arthur reveals the extraordinary dimensions woven
invisibly into the ordinary things around us. Compared to Loren Eiseley,
George Eliot, Seamus Heaney, Aldo Leopold, V. S. Naipaul, W. G. Sebald,
W. B. Yeats, and other literary luminaries, he is a master essayist whose
work has quietly been gathering an impressive cargo of critical acclaim.
Arthur speaks with an Irish accent, rooting the book in his own unique
vision of the world, but he addresses elemental issues of life and death,
love and loss, that circle the world and entwine us all.


