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The Pacific is not only the world's largest body of water; its vast
expanse also includes an extraordinary number and diversity of oceanic
islands, from Palau and the Marianas east of the Philippines to Cocos
Island and the Galápagos west of the Americas. The isolation of these
islands and the extreme distances between them long prevented
scientists from studying their floras and faunas in a comparative
context. But now George R. Zug, one of the world's foremost experts on
the diverse reptiles and amphibians of the Pacific Basin, offers the first
such systematic overview in more than half a century. Reptiles and
Amphibians of the Pacific Islands is a compendium of frogs, lizards,
snakes, and turtles living on these lands and in the adjacent waters of
the oceanic islands in the tropical Pacific. The means to identify each
species is included, along with entries that describe each animal's form,
coloration, habitat, distribution, reproductive biology, and natural
history. Color plates of more than 75 percent of the species also help
to facilitate visual identification. This accessible and informative guide
is the most comprehensive field guide available and will appeal to both
novice sightseers and professional naturalists.
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Alexander the Great's life and career are here examined through the
major issues surrounding his reign. What were Alexander's ultimate
ambitions? Why did he pursue his own deification while alive? Did he
actually set the world in 'a new groove' as has been claimed by some
scholars? And was his death natural or the result of a murderous
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conspiracy? Each of the key themes, arranged as chapters, will be
presented in approximately chronological order so that readers
unfamiliar with the life of Alexander will be able to follow the narrative.
The themes are tied to the major controversies and questions
surrounding Alexander's career and legacy. Each chapter includes a
discussion of the major academic positions on each issue, and includes
a full and up-to-date bibliography and an evaluation of the historical
evidence. All source material is in translation. Designed to bring new
clarity to the contentious history of Alexander the Great, this is an ideal
introduction to one of history's most controversial figures.


