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The 1933 RKO-Radio Pictures musical comedy Flying Down to Rio
connected airplanes, movies, and tourism, ending spectacularly with
chorus girls dancing on the wings of airplanes high above Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. Schwartz uses this production to examine the interplay
of technology and popular culture that shaped the twentiethcentury.
From Wilbur and Orville to Fred and Ginger, Schwartz's narrative follows
the fortunes of aviation and movie pioneers and the foundations and
growth of Pan American Airways and RKORadio Pictures, the two
companies that came together in Flying Down to Rio.



