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This book provides theoretical tools for analysing contemporary African
higher education systems and institutions. It also examines policy
challenges and the prospects for social progress. It points to critical
areas of investigation for the CODESRIA Multinational Working Group
(MWG) research network on higher education. Conceived as a
background text for this network, the book traces the historical roots



and the global factors of the African higher education crises and the
search for transformation to address issues of legitimacy and
relevance. It analyses the origins, nature, and mission of African higher
education, the problems associated with cultural colonization and the
dependency trap, the local/global nexus in the crises with a special
attention to the structural adjustment programmes (SAPs), and the
various waves of reforms and innovations. Furthermore, the book
presents a synopsis of studies that were conducted on the crises,
highlighting both their findings and recommendations.



