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Originally published in 1984. The turn of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries was a time of considerable change in the English theatre.
Victorian attitudes were shocked or shattered by the new drama of
Ibsen; the major figure of George Bernard Shaw dominated the period;
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theatre censorship was the subject of a long and furious contest; and
staging conventions changed from the spectacular stylings of Irving
and Beerbohm Tree to the masking and statuesque styles of Isadora
Duncan and the inner realism of Stanislavsky. This book traces the
activities of the leading figures in the English theatre, notably William
Archer who introduced Ibsen to this country and who became one of
the main promoters of the idea of a National Theatre. Other
personalities discussed include Harley Granville Barker, particularly his
association with Shaw at the Court Theatre and his part in campaigns
against censorship and for changes in the staging of Shakespeare, and
Edward Gordon Craig, whose rebellion against the Victorian theatre
took and anti-realist direction. This is a stimulating account of the
background to the modern English theatre which can only increase
appreciation of its standard and variety.


