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This book suggests that psychotherapeutic treatment which is based on
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a deep understanding of the function of autism can modify and heal
the overwhelming need for this powerful inbuilt survival reaction, so
that it is used appropriately in a less overall and crippling way. The
author'stheme in this book concerns the protective and preservative
aspects of the type of autism which seems to be mainly psychogenic in
origin, although there may be a minimal organic and hormonal
disturbances. The author attempts to clarify the specific differential
characteristics of this disorder. Based on this clarification, the functions
and handicaps that are unique to 'Psychogenic' autism are discussed,
and their sources pinpointed. The author adds to our understanding of
autistic children, and the autistic capsule in neurotic adult patients, by
showing that the autistic recourse to what she calls autistic sensation
objects and autistic sensation shapes has handicapped cognitive, social
and emotional development, which are shown to be intertwined.


