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The resistance topic is timely given current events. The emergence of
mysterious new diseases, such as SARS, and the looming threat of
bioterrorist attacks remind us of how vulnerable we can be to infectious
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agents. With advances in medical technologies, we have tamed many
former microbial foes, yet with few new antimicrobial agents and
vaccines in the pipeline, and rapidly increasing drug resistance among
infectious microbes, we teeter on the brink of loosing the upperhand in
our ongoing struggle against these foes, old and new. The Resistance
Phenomenon in Microbes and Infectious Disease Vectors examines our
understanding of the relationships among microbes, disease vectors,
and human hosts, and explores possible new strategies for meeting the
challenge of resistance.
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The 300 years between the beginning of Maccabean resistance against
Seleucid rule and the end of the Bar Kokhba revolt were formative for
the development of Jewish identity in antiquity. The frequent political
changes (from Seleucid to Hasmonean, Herodian and Roman rule)
presented profound challenges to Jewish self-understanding. Political
adjustments were coupled with internal reconfigurations. We witness
the invention and reinterpretation of rituals, the emergence of new
religious groups, and the use of scripture as argument. This volume
brings together the perspectives of scholars of different background in
order to make use of the multifaceted evidence. The interdisciplinary
approach leads to a comprehensive picture of the interrelation between
identity and politics in this crucial period of ancient Jewish history.


