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Mahler's moment -- Naive and sentimental : Britten and Mahler -- Real
and surreal : shocks, dreams and temporality in the music of Weill and
Mahler -- Tyranny and freedom : Henze and Mahler.

The music of Gustav Mahler repeatedly engages with Romantic notions
of redemption. This is expressed in a range of gestures and
procedures, shifting between affirmative fulfilment and pessimistic
negation. In this groundbreaking study, Stephen Downes explores the
relationship of this aspect of Mahler's music to the output of Benjamin
Britten, Kurt Weill and Hans Werner Henze. Their initial admiration was
notably dissonant with the prevailing Zeitgeist - Britten in 1930s
England, Weill in 1920s Germany and Henze in 1950s Germany and
Italy. Downes argues that Mahler's music struck a profound chord with
them because of the powerful manner in which it raises and intensifies
dystopian and utopian complexes and probes the question of fulfilment
or redemption, an ambition manifest in ambiguous tonal, temporal and
formal processes. Comparisons of the ways in which this topic is
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evoked facilitate new interpretative insights into the music of these
four major composers.
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""Role of Soft Power in Chinese Foreign Policy

China has emerged as an economic powerhouse (projected to have the
largest economy in the world in a little over a decade) and is taking an
ever-increasing role on the world stage. China's Rise: Challenges and
Opportunities will help the United States and the rest of the world
better comprehend the facts and dynamics underpinning China's rise-
an understanding that becomes more and more important with each
passing day. Additionally, the authors suggest actions both China and
the United States can take that will not only maximize the opportunities
for China's constructive integration into the international community
but also help form a domestic consensus that will provide a stable
foundation for such policies. Filled with facts for policymakers, this
much-anticipated book's narrative-driven, accessible style will appeal
to the general reader. This book is unique in that it analyzes the
authoritative data on China's economy, foreign and domestic policy,
and national security.



