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"This is the first volume in a series of books on the general theme of
Supersymmetric Mechanics, which are based on lectures and
discussions held in 2005 and 2006 at the INFN-Laboratori Nazionali di
Frascati"--Preface.

Includes bibliographical references and indexes.

A Journey Through Garden Algebras -- Supersymmetric Mechanics in
Superspace -- Noncommutative Mechanics, Landau Levels, Twistors,
and Yang-Mills Amplitudes -- Elements of (Super-)Hamiltonian
Formalism -- Matrix Models.

This is the first volume in a series of books on the general theme of
Supersymmetric Mechanics; the series is based on lectures and
discussions held in 2005 and 2006 at the INFN-Laboratori Nazionali di
Frascati. The selected topics include supersymmetry and supergravity,
the attractor mechanism, black holes, noncommutative mechanics,
super-Hamiltonian formalism and matrix models. All lectures are
intended for beginners at the graduate level and nonspecialists from
related fields of research and a substantial effort was made to
incorporate in the extensive write-ups the results of the animated
discussion sessions which followed the individual lectures. A second
volume appears as Lecture Notes Physics, Vol. 701 "Supersymmetric
Mechanics - Vol. 2 : The Attractor Mechanism" (2006), ISBN: 3-540-
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The dangerous myth of grade inflation / Alfie Kohn -- Undergraduate
grades: a more complex story than "inflation" / Clifford Adelman --
Understanding grade inflation / Richard Kamber -- Grade inflation and
grade variation: what's all the fuss about? / Harry Brighouse -- From
here to equality: grading policies for egalitarians / Francis K. Schrag --
Grade "inflation" and the professionalism of the professoriate / Mary
Biggs -- Fissures in the foundation: why grade conflation could happen
/ Mary Biggs -- Grading teachers: academic standards and student
evaluations / Lester H. Hunt -- Combating grade inflation: obstacles
and opportunities / Richard Kamber -- Grade distortion, bureaucracy,
and obfuscation at the University of Alabama / David T. Beito and
Charles W. Nuckolls -- Afterword: focusing on the big picture / Lester
H. Hunt.

An authoritative and provocative discussion of the key issues
surrounding grade inflation and its possible effects on academic
excellence.






