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Sommario/riassunto «In poche parole, pur conservando le mie opinioni liberali, sono
divenuto molto più socialista e anche molto più giacobino». Così
scriveva Ernesto Rossi (1897-1967) a Gaetano Salvemini in una lettera
da Ginevra del marzo 1944, condensando in poche righe l'evoluzione
del suo pensiero durante i nove anni di prigionia nelle carceri fasciste e
i quattro anni di confino nell'isola di Ventotene. La novità che più
desiderava comunicare a Salvemini era però il progetto per l'unità
federale dell'Europa, elaborato al confino con Altiero Spinelli ed
Eugenio Colorni nel 1941. Partendo dalla documentazione inedita,
conservata a Firenze presso gli Archivi Storici dell'Unione Europea e in
altri archivi italiani e svizzeri, la ricerca ripercorre l'evoluzione del
pensiero federalista di Rossi e della sua azione al servizio del
Movimento federalista europeo con particolare attenzione agli anni
della prigionia, del confino e dell'esilio in Svizzera (1930-1945),
mettendo in rilievo come il suo contributo all'affermazione del
federalismo sia stato, sino alla caduta della CED (1954), almeno pari a
quello di Spinelli.
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For thirty years the director of the Wiener Library in London-the leading
institute for the study of anti-Semitism-Walter Laqueur here offers
both a comprehensive history of anti-Semitism as well as an
illuminating look at the newest wave of this phenomenon. Laqueur
begins with an invaluable historical account of this pernicious problem,
tracing the evolution from a predominantly religious anti-Semitism-
stretching back to the middle ages-to a racial anti-Semitism that
developed in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The author then
uses this historical account as backdrop to a brilliant analysis of the
newest species of anti-Semitism, explaining its origins and rationale,
how it manifests itself, in what ways and why it is different from anti-
Semitism in past ages, and what forms it may take in the future. The
book reveals that what was historically a preoccupation of Christian and
right-wing movements has become in our time even more frequent
among Muslims and left-wing groups. Moreover, Laqueur argues that
we can't simply equate this new anti-Semitism with anti-Zionism and
write it off as merely anti-Israel sentiments. If Israel alone is singled
out for heated condemnation, is the root of this reaction simply anti-
Zionism or is it anti-Semitism? Here is both a summing up of the entire
trajectory of anti-Semitism--the first comprehensive history of its
kind--and an exploration of the new wave of anti-Semitism. "Walter
Laqueur provides us with powerful new insights into an age-old
problem. Distinguished scholarship and an authoritative moral voice
are the hallmarks of this important book. Anyone wanting to
understand the history and persistence of anti-Jewish hatred should
read it." --Abraham H. Foxman, National Director, Anti-Defamation
League


