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This book is a must-read for anyone interested in transforming the
impersonal character of the medical experience into a personalized,
relational, spiritual, and holistic dialog about human health. It
promotes a holistic vision of the doctor-patient relationship, a

medicine that ought to be based on the totality of the human
experience rather than on the reductive view of the patient as a person
with a certain disease. Ken A. Bryson describes the character of
medicine as the gateway to holistic healing and argues that we need to
secure the ethical foundation of universal medicine as not relative to a
cultural setting, thus establishing the Oath of Hippocrates as the
universal proof of human dignity. This view emboldens us to raise
medicine from the level of an impersonal technological encounter with



disease to its rightful place as a sacred activity that includes all the
levels of the human experience. The book offers practical suggestions
on how to accomplish that objective.



