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For well over a century the Catholic Church has articulated clear
positions on many issues of public concern, particularly economics,
capital punishment, foreign affairs, sexual morality, and abortion. Yet
the fact that some of the Church's positions do not mesh well with the
platforms of either of the two major political parties in the U.S. may
make it difficult for Americans to look to Catholic doctrine for political
guidance. Scholars of religion and politics have long recognized the
potential for clergy to play an important role in shaping the voting
decisions and political attitudes
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