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"This book explores the relation of abstract art to nature. Traditional
picturing and sculpture are based on conventions of resemblance
between the work and that which it is a representation "of". Abstract
works, in contrast, adopt alternative modes of visual representation, or
break down and reconfigure the mimetic conventions of pictorial art
and sculpture. Obviously this means that abstract art takes many
different forms. However, this diversity should not mask some key
structural features; these center on two basic relations to nature
(understanding nature in the broadest sense to comprise the world of
recognisable objects, creatures, organisms, processes, and states of
affairs). The first involves abstracting from nature, to give selected
aspects of it a new and extremely unfamiliar appearance. The second
involves abstract art as the affirmation of a relatively unconstrained
natural creativity that issues in new, autonomous forms that are not
constrained by mimetic conventions. (Such creativity is often attributed
to the power of the unconscious.)The book contains three categories of
essays: 1) those on classical modernism (Mondrian, Malevich,
Kandinsky, Arp, early American abstraction), 2) those on post-war
abstraction (Pollock, Still, Newman, Smithson, Noguchi, Arte Povera,
Michaux, postmodern developments), and 3) those of a broader art
historical and philosophical scope"--
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Case studies that examine how firms coordinate economic activity in
the face of asymmetric information-information not equally available to
all parties-are the focus of this volume. In an ideal world, the market
would be the optimal provider of coordination, but in the real world of
incomplete information, some activities are better coordinated in other
ways. Divided into three parts, this book addresses coordination within
firms, at the borders of firms, and outside firms, providing a picture of
the overall incidence and logic of economic coordination. The case
studies-drawn from the late nineteenth and early twentieth century,
when the modern business enterprise was evolving, address such
issues as the relationship between coordination mechanisms and
production techniques, the logic of coordination in industrial districts,
and the consequences of regulation for coordination. Continuing the
work on information and organization presented in the influential
Inside the Business Enterprise, this book provides material for business
historians and economists who want to study the development of the
dissemination of information and the coordination of economic activity
within and between firms.
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In the burgeoning literature on law and religion, scholarly attention has
tended to focus on broad questions concerning the scope of religious
freedom, the nature of toleration and the meaning of secularism. An
under-examined issue is how religion figures in the decisions, actions
and experiences of those charged with performing public duties. This
point of contact between religion and public authority has generated a
range of legal and political controversies around issues such as the
wearing of religious symbols by public officials, prayer at municipal
government meetings, religious education and conscientious objection
by public servants. Authored by scholars from a variety of disciplines,
the chapters in this volume provide insight into these and other issues.
Yet the volume also provides an entry point into a deeper examination
of the concepts that are often used to organise and manage religious
diversity, notably state neutrality. By examining the exercise of public
authority by individuals who are religiously committed - or who, in the
discharge of their public responsibilities, must account for those who
are - this volume exposes the assumptions about legal and political life
that underlie the concept of state neutrality and reveals its limits as a
governing ideal


