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This book explores the relationship between plantation labour and
gender in Africa. Such a study is the more opportune because most of
the existing works on plantation labour in Africa seem to have either
under-studied or even ignored the changing conceptions of gender on
the continent in recent times. One of the book's major concerns is to
demonstrate that the introduction of plantation labour during colonial
rule in Africa has had significant consequences for gender roles and
relations within and beyond the capitalist labour process. The book
focuses on two tea estates in Anglophone Cameroon
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From the cult of Saint Anne to the devotees of the Virgin of Guadalupe,
from Saint Anthony who competed with Christ for popularity in Brazil,
to Jesuits who mixed freely with shamans that talked with the gods,
this exciting new anthology examines the conversion of the colonized.
The essays examine how New World spirits transformed into Old World
saints - for example, the spirit of love transfigured into the Virgin Mary
- as well as the implications of the canonization of the first American
saint. Colonial Saints illustrates the complex and intimate connections
among confessional life writing, canonization, and the practices of the
Inquisition. There was a dynamic exchange involving local agendas, the
courts in Spain and France, and, of course, Rome. This bold collection
clearly shows the interplay between slavery and spirituality, conversion
and control, and the links between the sacred and the political.


