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A broad history of the growing field of bioethics. Covering the period
1947-1987, it examines the origin and evolution of the debates over
human experimentation, genetic engineering, organ transplantation,
termination of life-sustaining treatment and new reproductive
technologies. It assesses the contributions of philosophy, theology, law
and the social sciences to the expanding discourse of bioethics. Written
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by one of the field's founders, it is based on extensive archival research
into resources that are difficult to obtain and on interviews with many
leading figures. A readable account of the development of bioethics,
the book stresses the history of ideas but does not neglect the social
and cultural context and the people involved.


