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The European Union is currently in the midst of a comprehensive
process of reform and the aim of this book is to address the challenge
of forging a legitimate Constitution for the EU. These authors clarify the
constitutional status of the EU, to take stock of the European Charter of
Fundamental Rights and Convention of the Future of Europe as vehicles
to foster and create a European constitution.
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Throughout the world, liberal-democracies are grappling with
increasing claims made in the name of minority national, socio-cultural
and ethno-cultural identities that seek greater recognition in the
institutions of the nation-state. This work inserts itself into debates
centred on diversity through a normative and empirical analytical
assessment of the political sociology of multinational democracies. The
main thread of the arguments put forward is that federalism, in both its
institutional manifestations and its sociological properties, constitutes
a promising avenue for the management of


