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Nontraditional families are today an important part of American family
life. Yet when a loved one dies, our inheritance laws are often stingy
even towards survivors in the nuclear family. With humor, enthusiasm,
and a bit of righteous outrage, Ralph C. Brashier explores how probate
laws ignore gender roles and marital contributions of the spouse, often
to the detriment of the surviving widow; how probate laws pretend that
unmarried couples-particularly gay and lesbian ones-do not exist; how
probate laws allow a parent to disinherit even the neediest child; and
how probate laws for nonmarital c
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