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Who are the entrepreneurs who have achieved success, wealth, and
recognition in their African homelands, and how did they do it?
Entrepreneur Dave Fick interviewed several hundred women and men
who were willing to assume risks, often spectacular ones, for personal
economic gain-but who did it legally, ethically, and who are now giving
back to their nations and societies at least as much as they received.
They speak openly of their hardships and failures, what they did right
and what they did wrong, and their accounts are remarkable. We gain
insight into the way business must be done under harsh political and
economic circumstances, but we also learn unusual techniques and
strategies that others in more favorable milieus can use to accomplish
similar feats. With commentaries from notable scholars and other
businesspeople and with Fick's own first-hand onsite observations, the
book is a self-educating colloquium, a collection of personal meetings,
accounts, letters, emails and telephone calls between Fick, his
counterparts in Africa, and others around the world. It is also an
attempt to encourage a dialogue that will accelerate the exchange and
spread of knowledge and ideas, and a way to help the people of Africa
build a peaceful and better society for themselves and the world.
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"The Nuosu people, who were once overlords of vast tracts of farmland
and forest in the uplands of southern Sichuan and neighboring
provinces, are the largest division of the Yi ethnic group in southwest
China. Their creation epic plots the origins of the cosmos, the sky and
earth, and the living beings of land and water. This translation is a rare
example in English of indigenous ethnic literature from China.
Transmitted in oral and written forms for centuries among the Nuosu,
The Book of Origins is performed by bimo priests and other tradition-
bearers. Poetic in form, the narrative provides insights into how a clan-
and caste-based society organizes itself, dictates ethics, relates to
other ethnic groups, and adapts to a harsh environment. A
comprehensive introduction to the translation describes the land and
people, summarizes the work's themes, and discusses the significance
of The Book of Origins for the understanding of folk epics,
ethnoecology, and ethnic relations"--


