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Morals and politics depend on a metaphysical backing. All reality is
marked by certain necessary features and a divine purpose inherent in
all reality defines the good to which all human life should be directed.
These are bold assertions in a climate where the credibility of
metaphysics is widely denied. Indeed, for the past two centuries,
Western philosophy has been marked by a consensus that questions
about moral and political life should be considered separately from
questions about ultimate reality. In this challenging work, Franklin I.
Gamwell defends metaphysical necessity against both modern and
postmodern critiques. The metaphysics vindicated is not the traditional
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form both critiques typically have in view, however. Instead, Gamwell
outlines a neoclassical project for which Alfred North Whitehead and
Charles Hartshorne are the main philosophical resources. As it
maintains the significance of theistic metaphysics, the book makes no
appeal to religious authority but solely to common human experience,
and on this basis articulates principles of human purpose and
democratic justice.


