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Entering La macarena; my detention -- My introduction to Latin
America; a Salvadoran nightmare -- The Panama invasion; Colombia's
two faces-- generosity and greed; indigenous villages and oil in
Ecuador -- Welcome to Farclandia; Commander Simon Trinidad and the
rebel perspective; a meeting with Erika, a teenage FARC guerrilla;
Geraldo Rivera visits the rebel safe haven -- Investigating plan
Colombia; AUC commander Luis Enrique and the paramilitary
perspective; a body in a hole -- The displayed in Barranca; Gregorio
and the landmine; the cocaine lab; collusion and murder in Puerto Asis
-- 9/11 and the was on terror; detained by Carlos Castano's
paramilitaries; the battle for Saravena, Colombia's "little Sarajevo" --
Displaced Afro-Colombian communities of The Choco: the Bellavista
tragedy; the plight of the indigenous Embera -- The Plan Patriota
offensive; the new coca pl;ant; the predicament of Colombian
journalists; Plan Colombia becomes Plan Petroleum -- Mining
multinationals and human rights; the displacement of Tabaco;
indigenous massacres in La Guajira and Narino -- My release; chemical
warfare in La Macarena -- Jungle rendezvous with FARC commander
Raul Reyes; the prospects for peace.



Sommario/riassunto When the toughest challenge of his life struck, John Passaro
understood. He had been bitter. He had stayed away from wrestling -
no participating, coaching or even following what was going on in the
sport. After all, he had spent six years doing far more than he was
asked. And then his dreams of county and state glory ended when he
was injured and didn't make the podium at the Suffolk County
tournament for William Floyd High School. "I remember putting
everything | had into it - total dedication, total discipline," Passaro said.
"If it was an hour and a half practice, | stayed for two and a half. If we
were supposed to a run a mile, | ran three. My goals were to win
leagues, win counties and win states. | damaged some ribs in the
league tournament as a senior and didn't even place at Counties. | lost
to a kid who | teched earlier in the year. | couldn't believe it. | asked
myself what the heck | did everything for. | hated wrestling for a while; |
probably avoided it for 17 years or so. | wanted no part of it. | felt like it
wasn't worth it - | did everything | should do and felt like | got nothing
out of it. Of course, | was wrong." While he slowly changed his mind
and got back into the sport with sons Maverick and Travis, it was when
his daughter Jess was suddenly rushed to the hospital with a brain
injury in 2009 that he realized wrestling gave him the tools he needed
to face a foe more powerful than ever before. "I never realized what
wrestling meant to me until | had adversity," Passaro said. "It just kicks
in and you go into wrestling mode. You block everything out, you
figure out what the obstacles are and figure out how you will overcome
each one. There are setbacks and you work harder. You work as hard as
you think is possible and then you have to work harder again. It's about
constantly moving forward and not listening to the noise around you.
The biggest thing about wrestling is that you always reach a point when
you're on the mat with someone better than you. You have to find a
way to win anyway. Life is the same way. There are things bigger than
you; my family was faced with an opponent much bigger than us. You
still have to come up with a plan to win. You realize you have the ability
to take yourself to levels you never thought possible." In his book,
Passaro brings it all to life, telling the tale of what can happen when a
family believes and sacrifices, even in the face of unlikely odds. It
details the battle Jess and the Passaro family had (and have) in dealing
with significant iliness and talks about the trials and triumphs of sons
Maverick and Travis, both All-State grapplers in New York. We don't
want to give away too much because the book is worth reading. It pulls
no punches and will move, touch and inspire. You'll feel the power of
the story. For the rest of the interview: http: //newyorkwrestlingnews.
com/winning-and-not-getting-pinned-john-passaros-new-book-6-
minutes-wrestling-with-life/



