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Human Rights: A Very Short Introduction looks at the controversies and
complexities behind this vital area by focusing on highly topical issues
such as torture, arbitrary detention, privacy, health, and discrimination.
What are our human rights now? What are the historical origins of
today's views on human rights? Where might human rights be in the
future? Today, it is usually not long before a problem gets expressed as
a human rights issue. An appeal to human rights in the face of injustice
can be a heartfelt and morally justified demand for some, while for
others it remains merely an empty slogan.
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1. Introduction / Peter van der Veer -- 2. War propaganda and the
liberal public sphere / Peter van der Veer -- 3. The West and the rest: a
drama in two acts and an epilogue / Larry Gross and Sasha Costanza-
Chock -- 4. Television in America from 9/11 and America's continuing
'War on Terror'": single theme, multiple media lenses / Shoma Munshi
-- 5. The Middle East's democracy deficit and the expanding public
sphere / Dale F. Eickelman -- 6. Political Islam in Iran and the
emergence of a religious public sphere: the impact of September 11/
Mahmoud Alinejad -- 7. September 11 and after: pressure for
regulation and self-regulation in the Indian media / Manoj Joshi -- 8.
The Jewish hand: the response of the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind / Irfan
Ahmad -- 9. The WTC tragedy and the U.S. attack on Afghanistan: the
press joins in beating the war drums / Tjahjo Purnomo Wijadi -- 10.
War, words, and images / Goenawan Mohamad -- 11. When Osama and
friends came a-calling: the political deployment of the overdetermined
image of Osama ben Laden in the contestation for Islamic symbols in
Malaysia/ Farish A. Noor -- 12. Some 'Muslims' within: watching
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television in Britain after September 11 / Asu Aksoy.

This collection of essays covers the media and public debate dimension
of the events of 9/11 and beyond, from the point of view of Middle
Eastern and Asian countries. The first part of the book deals with the
use of the media as an instrument of warfare, the growing significance
of religion, the emergence of transnational media and a transnational
public sphere and the relationship between the West and the rest of the
world. The second part of the book contains nine case studies relating
to different parts of the Middle East and Asian world, all with a strong
empirical focus, while at the same



