
UNINA99109547969033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Rome and the distant East : trade routes to the ancient lands of Arabia,
India and China / Raoul McLaughlin

Pubbl/distr/stampa London ; New York, : Continuum, 2010

ISBN 9786612770944
9781472540881
1472540883
9781282770942
1282770942
9781441162236
1441162232

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (261 p.)

Disciplina 382.093705

Soggetti Trade routes - History - To 1500
Rome Commerce Orient
Orient Commerce Rome

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Edizione [1st ed.]

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Description based upon print version of record.

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index

Sommario/riassunto

1. The ancient sources for Rome's eastern trade \ 2. Diplomatic
contacts between the Roman Empire and the distant East \ 3. Roman
Egypt and the sea route to India \ 4. The Roman Empire and Arabian
trade \ 5. Trade routes through Persia and the Silk Road connection \
6. The impact on the Roman world --
In ancient times there were several major trade routes that connected
the Roman Empire to exotic lands in the distant East. Ancient sources
reveal that after the Augustan conquest of Egypt, valued commodities
from India, Arabia and China became increasingly available to Roman
society. These sources describe how Roman traders went far beyond
the frontiers of their Empire, travelling on overland journeys and
maritime voyages to acquire the silk, spices and aromatics of the
remote East. Records from ancient China, early India and a range of
significant archaeological discoveries provide further evidence for these
commercial contacts. Truly global in its scope, this study is the first
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comprehensive enquiry into the extent of this trade and its wider
significance to the Roman world. It investigates the origins and
development of Roman trade voyages across the Indian Ocean,
considers the role of distant diplomacy and studies the organization of
the overland trade networks that crossed the inner deserts of Arabia
through the Incense Routes between the Yemeni Coast and ancient
Palestine. It also considers the Silk Road that extended from Roman
Syria across Iraq, through the Persian Empire into inner Asia and,
ultimately, China.


