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China's growth record since the start of its economic reforms in 1978
has been extraordinary. Yet, this impressive performance has been
associated with an increasing regional income disparity. We use a
recently developed nonparametric approach to analyze the variation in
labor productivity growth across China's provinces. This approach
imposes less structure on the data than the standard growth
accounting framework and allows for a breakdown of labor productivity
into capital deepening, efficiency gains, and technological progress.
Like other studies before us, we do not find strong evidence of
convergence in labor productivity across China's provinces during
1978-98. However, our results show that provinces converged in
efficiency levels, while they diverged in capital deepening and
technological progress.
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This textbook demonstrates the strong interconnections between linear
algebra and group theory by presenting them simultaneously, a
pedagogical strategy ideal for an interdisciplinary audience. Being
approached together at the same time, these two topics complete one
another, allowing students to attain a deeper understanding of both
subjects. The opening chapters introduce linear algebra with
applications to mechanics and statistics, followed by group theory with
applications to projective geometry. Then, high-order finite elements
are presented to design a regular mesh and assemble the stiffness and
mass matrices in advanced applications in quantum chemistry and
general relativity. This text is ideal for undergraduates majoring in
engineering, physics, chemistry, computer science, or applied
mathematics. It is mostly self-contained—readers should only be
familiar with elementary calculus. There are numerous exercises, with
hints or full solutions provided. A series of roadmaps are also provided
to help instructors choose the optimal teaching approach for their
discipline. The second edition has been revised and updated
throughout and includes new material on the Jordan form, the
Hermitian matrix and its eigenbasis, and applications in numerical
relativity and electromagnetics. .
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The 9 volume set LNCS 15484-15492 constitutes the refereed
proceedings of the 30th International Conference on the Theory and
Application of Cryptology and Information Security, ASIACRYPT 2024,
which took place in Kolkata, India, during December 9–13, 2024. The
127 full papers included in the proceedings were carefully reviewed and
selected from 433 submissions. They were organized in topical
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cryptography, threshold cryptography; isogeny-based cryptography;
post-quantum cryptography; secure data structures; lattice-based
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arguments; verifiable computation, zero-knowledge protocols; secure
multiparty computation; blockchain protocols; information theoretic
cryptography; secret sharing; security against physical attacks;
cryptanalysis on symmetric-key schemes; cryptanalysis on public-key
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various problems; quantum cryptanalysis; quantum cryptography;
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